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TC PRACTICE 1: 

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR SCHOOL AND THE COMMUNITIES IT SERVES 
 

What is this practice? 
Knowing communities as a teacher is different, no matter how familiar or unfamiliar you are 
with the school you are placed at and the neighborhoods. Therefore, exploring your school 
and the communities it serves from a teacher's perspective will give you an advantage at the 
start of the school year when so much will be new to you. You can find valuable information 
from publicly available data, the school’s website, other school-related informational materials, 
or when you walk around and talk to people.  
 

Why is it important? 
The work of teachers is influenced by the context. Knowing this context is important for you to 
place information, like policies, regulations, and experiences more accurately. It helps to 
connect with and understand your colleagues, to search for and find resources, and to make 
your teaching relevant for your students. You cannot begin to know how the young learners in 
front of you will respond to ideas or points of view you bring up, that is, unless you understand 
literally “where they are coming from.” What you find interesting about your school and the 
communities it serves, what connects you to this context and your students, and what 
questions will arise depend on who you are and the specifics of the school you are placed at. 
Therefore, what you discover and how it will help you become a member of the school 
community will largely depend on your own curiosity.   
 

Where to start? 
First of all, find out what communities and neighborhoods your school serves. Then think about 
what you already know about the school and the surrounding area and try to generate 
“authentic” questions that matter – in other words, questions that students, families, or 
community members would actually want answered. Next, find a way to get such answers. Do 
you know people who live here? Who could you ask for information or stories? What data is 
publicly available? Depending on the information you already have and your questions, you 
might start with a web search, visit the local or school library to ask your questions, or simply 
walk around the area. What you discover will guide your next steps. 
 

Tips for doing this practice effectively 
 

What you find on the Internet: 
• School District Data 

o https://nces.ed.gov/ccd/search.asp 
• School Accountability Report Card (SARC) Reports (California): 

o https://www.sarconline.org/public/findASarc 
• Check out the school website (try to go deeper than just one 

click….) 
• Check out the history of your school 
• Communities:  
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o https://worldpopulationreview.com/us-cities/  
o https://datausa.io 
o https://bestneighborhood.org/ 

• Homelessness:  
o https://endhomelessness.org/resources/toolkits-and-training-materials/2025-

homelessness-data-dashboards/state-pit-counts/ 
• Google maps help you to orient yourself in the area:  

o https://www.google.com/earth/ 
• Other ideas and resources: … 

 

What you can find within the school’s parameters: 
• When you walk down the hallways, what do you notice? Are students’ artworks displayed 

on the walls? What do the murals convey, and what might they reveal about the school's 
past and present culture? Are other student artifacts showcased? What do they tell you 
about the students, their cultures, and their teachers?  

• What is the layout of the school (lunchrooms, library, gymnasium, containers used as 
classrooms, playgrounds)? How might this influence how students and staff feel and how 
they interact? 

• Find out where you might need to go. Where are the restrooms, copy machines, the library, 
and the janitor’s office? What else do you need or want to know? 

What you can find when you walk around your school: 
• Community assets include services provided by a library or community-based 

organizations, as well as local experts, various kinds of shops, transportation options, 
playgrounds, parks, and more. They help you understand the community as 
multidimensional, with many features you can draw on as an educator. For example, you 
might want to find out where students go after school or on days when there is no school. 

• Math and science features on the school grounds or nearby that can spark curiosity about 
these subjects and help students see how math and science play a role in their daily lives.  
 

Math suggestions: 
Ask yourself: Where are interesting mathematical phenomena nearby? Where do aesthetics 
and math intersect? Where can I find math in nature? Where does math already play a role in 
everyday life in the community? Create a math walk for your students to discover mathematical 
features, take photos, and learn. 
Science suggestions:  
Ask yourself: What are puzzling phenomena that I could use in my science teaching (e.g., 
different noise levels, a skateboard parkour, trees nearby)? Where are phenomena I would 
need to explore more on my own first (e.g., a lake in the park: how clean is the water, are there 
any planned restoration works)? Where are natural phenomena, beauty, and seasonal changes 
that may be interesting for my students to explore at different points of the school year?  
 

Summing up 
• Keeping an open mind, curious eyes, and receptive ears to the context helps you 

connect with your new school and the people it serves. 


